Philippines speech


Hon. Fortune Aleta Ledesma, Dean of the Consular Corps of the Philippines,

Your Excellencies, 

Honourable Colleagues,

Distinguished Guests,

Clear blue skies with clouds formed into different pictures; a jolly sun, with the most brilliant sunshine that lights up nature; grateful and pleasant people, with the brightest smiles that build up their unique culture. These form the Philippines, a place where you can learn the real meaning of life, and how to appreciate things around.
Thanks to the organization of the Consular Corps of the Philippines, it is a great honour and a pleasure to be with you in this beautiful country.

As the president of FICAC “World Federation of Consuls” I would like to give some information about the organization.
FICAC is an internationally recognized Consular Corps organization, founded in 1982 in Copenhagen, Denmark to incorporate Honorary Consuls throughout the world. 
FICAC strengthens Honorary Consuls’ rights, raises their responsibilities, diplomatic status and their securities to universal standards.
FICAC, a global organization of Consuls, is giving Consuls of the World a much needed forum to share experiences and co-ordinate efforts to enhance their status, legitimacy and effectiveness and to bring together Consular Associations and Corps from all around the globe FICAC has spread wide and fast. That’s the vision we share. That’s where we need to go forward.

Today FICAC is based in Brussels, Belgium, capital of Europe and recognized by a Royal Decree as an International Non Profit Association.

The United Nations recognizes FICAC as a Non Governmental Organization with ECOSOC status.
It is also recognized as an NGO by the European Union and Organization of American States.

FICAC has signed an agreement with the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation for cooperation in environmental and climate change programs.

FICAC also has signed an agreement at the House of Lords in London, with CVQO (Cadet Vocational Qualification Organization) an education charitable organization.

FICAC is fully supporting the highest priority of the United Nations, the 17 sustainable Development Goals:

No poverty, 
Zero hunger, 
Good health and well-being, 
Quality education, 
Gender equality, 
Clean water and sanitation, 
Affordable and clean energy, 
Decent work and economic growth, 
Industry innovation and infrastructure, 
Reduced inequalities, 
Sustainable cities and communities, 
Responsible consumption and production, 
Climate action, 
Life below water, 
Life on land, 
Peace, justice and strong institutions, 
and finally Partnerships for the Goals.

FICAC performs a key role at bridging people together and fostering mutual understanding, in organizing meetings and events to allow Consuls from all around the world to meet and exchange ideas with their colleagues. 

Peace has to be a priority for all heads of States and leaders, but also for each of us in our capacity as citizens of the World more than ever.

Our vision for FICAC is the objectives of Cooperation, Goodwill, Friendship, Health, Serenity, Love, Happiness, Patience, Tolerance, Success and Peace.

On this auspicious occasion, allow me to extend my best wishes to all the Honourable Members of the Consular Corps of the Philippines.

Thank you.
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