
Malaysia speech

Your Excellency TYT Tun Dato' Seri Utama (Dr.) Haji Abdul Rahman bin Haji Abbas, 
Governor of Penang,

The Right Honorable Mr. Lim Guan Eng, Chief Minister of Penang,

The Honorable Datuk Seri Reezal Merican bin Naina Merican, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Penang

Honourable Dato’ Haji Abdul Rafique Karim, Chairman of Honorary Consular Corps Malaysia,

The Honorable Dato' Shaik Ismail Allaudin, Secretary General of Honorary Consular Corps Malaysia,

Honorable Vincente Carlos, Chairman of East Asia Regional Committee of FICAC,

Your Excellencies,

Members of BOD of FICAC Hon. Costas Lefkaritis, Hon. Leif-Kristian Sverstad, Hon. Asif Chowdhury, Hon. Binaya Man Shrestha,

Honourable Colleagues,
Distinguished Guests,
All of us are very thankful to His Excellency TYT Tun Dato' Seri Utama (Dr.) Haji Abdul Rahman bin Haji Abbas for their presence today. 

Wonderful Malaysia is not only one of the most pleasant holiday destinations in the world, but also one of the most active and prosperous countries in Asia. 

Highly urbanised and industrialised, Penang is one of the most developed and economically important states in Malaysia, and is a thriving tourist destination. Penang offers a compelling blend of cuisine, culture and luxury with diving, hiking and edge-of-the-map relaxation all vital reasons to visit. Thanks to an influx of private and public investment and creative energy — precipitated in part by Unesco’s 2008 listing of Penang’s capital city, George Town, as a World Heritage site. I totally agree with Chief Minister of Penang, Mr. Lim Guan Eng that Penang is the most beautiful city to see before you die.

Thanks to the perfect organization of the Honorary Consular Corps Malaysia, formed in 2012, it is a great honour and a pleasure to enjoy beautiful Penang for this 4th FICAC East Asia Consular Conference.

As the president of FICAC “World Federation of Consuls” I would like to give some information about the organization. 
FICAC is an internationally recognized Consular Corps organization, founded in 1982 in Copenhagen, Denmark to incorporate Honorary Consuls throughout the world. 
FICAC strengthens Honorary Consuls’ rights, raises their responsibilities, diplomatic status and their securities to universal standards.

FICAC, a global organization of Consuls, is giving Consuls of the World a much needed forum to share experiences and co-ordinate efforts to enhance their status, legitimacy and effectiveness and to bring together Consular Associations and Corps from all around the globe FICAC has spread wide and fast. That’s the vision we share. That’s where we need to go forward.
Today FICAC is based in Brussels, Belgium, capital of Europe and recognized by a Royal Decree as an International Non Profit Association.

The United Nations recognizes FICAC as a Non Governmental Organization with ECOSOC status.
It is also recognized as an NGO by the European Union and Organization of American States.

FICAC has signed an agreement with the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation for cooperation in environmental and climate change programs.
FICAC also has signed an agreement at the House of Lords in London, with CVQO (Cadet Vocational Qualification Organization) an education charitable organization.

FICAC is fully supporting the highest priority of the United Nations, the 17 sustainable Development Goals:

No poverty, 
Zero hunger, 
Good health and well-being, 
Quality education, 
Gender equality, 
Clean water and sanitation, 
Affordable and clean energy, 
Decent work and economic growth, 
Industry innovation and infrastructure, 
Reduced inequalities, 
Sustainable cities and communities, 
Responsible consumption and production, 
Climate action, 
Life below water, 
Life on land, 
Peace, justice and strong institutions, 
and finally Partnerships for the Goals.

FICAC performs a key role at bridging people together and fostering mutual understanding, in organizing meetings and events to allow Consuls from all around the world to meet and exchange ideas with their colleagues. Once again I’m very grateful to H.C.C.M. and all its Honourable Members for having been fully involved to organize this 4th FICAC East Asia Consular Conference.

Peace has to be a priority for all heads of States and leaders, but also for each of us in our capacity as citizens of the World more than ever.

By being here together once again we witness the success of the event “Bridging The World”, our vision for FICAC, with our presence, together here in Penang, with the objectives of Cooperation, Goodwill, Friendship, Health, Serenity, Love, Happiness, Patience, Tolerance, Success and Peace. 
Golden rule of peace should be for mankind to unit all people. 

Before finishing my presentation, I would like to announce that  Honorable Dato' Shaik Ismail Allaudin from Malaysia was elected the Chairman and Hon. Ayub Junus from Indonesia Vice-Chairman of FICAC East Asia.

I’m deeply convinced that this 4th FICAC East Asia Consular Conference will be very successful and will provide a very fruitful national and international exposure to all Honourable Members: on this auspicious occasion, allow me to extend my best wishes to all the Honourable Members of the Honorary Consular Corps Malaysia.

Thank you.



1

