
HONARY CONSULAR 
CORPS OF GHANA

Executive Committee of
HCCGH – Year 2020- 2022

Member of the Federation Internationale des Corps et Associations Consulaires

At the General Meeting  held  on �5 July 2�2�, 

the elections were conducted and an Executive 

body of 1� members was formed to serve  the 

HCCGH for  the  period 2�2�-22 . Members— 

Executive Board  and Chairpersons  of 

Working Committees— and their  positions as 

listed.

OCTOBER, 2�2�NEWSLETTER QTR 3.

IN THIS ISSUE

NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITEE

DIPLOMACY & ECOWAS

KNOW OUR MEMBERS

BILATERAL PROJECTS

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

SOCIETY

HCCGH EC MEETINGS

Hon Dimitri Avraam
Dean

Hon Antonio Fernandez
Executive Member

Hon S Mawuenyega           Hon R, Quarcoo 
Co Chairpersons—GoG & 
Local Authorities Commitee

Hon S.Ramella                Hon C Mouhtiseb 
Co Chairpersons Social Events & 

Community Projects Committee

Hon Fredrik Morsing 
Executive Member

Hon Hilton J Mitchell
Chairperson—Motivation 
& Membership Committee

Hon Kwame Acquah
Secretary

Hon Thomas Okyere
Treasurer

Profile of Hon. Consuls 

Dv’t & Manufacturing Support by Members

Visit to Ga Mantse 
Visit to Former President Rawlings



2

Diplomacy & Ecowas

The  President of the Republic  of Ghana, H.E Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo has been elected 

Chairman of the Economic Community of West African State ( ECOWAS)

 At the 57th Ordinary Summit of the Authority of Heads of State and Governments which took 

place on �7 September 2�2� at Mahatma Gandhi International  Conference Centre in Niamey, 

Niger Republic, President Akufo-Addo took over from President Mahamadou Issoufou of Niger 

and will serve for a term of one year. 
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The Secretariat of the African Continental Free 

Trade Area ( AfCFTA ) has officially been opened 

in Accra, Ghana , a major milestone in the full 

implementation of the free trade agreement. 

A flagship project of the African Union’s Agenda 

2�63, the African Continental Free Trade Area 

creates a market of 1.2 billion people with a 

combined GDP of $3 trillion.

Trading will begin in Jan 2�21  and President 

Akufo-Addo announced that provision would be 

made for  a residential accommodation to serve 

as the official residence of the Secretary General 

of AfCFT.

Congratulatory Message—Mr. Samuel Yaw Kumah
It was with great pleasure that we learned about his promotion as the Ambassador in Situ.

We congratulate you most warmly on this well-deserved position, both on my behalf as the 

Dean and on behalf of the members of the  Honorary Consular Corps of Ghana (HCCGH)
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Mexico - Hon. Subhi Accad  
KNOW OUR MEMBERS
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Honorary Consul of the Republic of  
Seychelles

Managing Director – 
RDFC Limited

Subsea 7

Siem Offshore GH Ltd

EnerMech Mechanical 
Engineering Services 

First Technical  GH Ltd

Applus Velosi

Mr. Kwame  Acquah  was  appo-

inted Honorary Consul  of the 

Republic of Seychelles  in Gh-

ana effective June  13, 2�16 

with a presentation of an 

Executor.

The Republic of Ghana granted 

him authority  to fulfill duties 

in promoting  investments, 

trade development, business 

flow and cross-cultural  relat-

ions after examination of the 

Letter of C ommission issued 

by the Republic of Seychelles.

He was elected Executive Co-

ordinator  for The  Honorary 

Consular Corps of Ghana 

(HCCGH) in June 2�2�.

Subsea 7 is a global leader in the

delivery of offshore projects  in

seabed-to surface engineering 

services for  the  upstream oil 

and gas industry.

 

An off shore shipping provider in 

the high-end  segment of the 

African Offshore Market.

Offers Crane & Lifting Services,

Hydraulic Products & Services,

Pipeline, Process and Umbilical 

Services, ���Valve Services, Supply

 & Manufacture, Equipment Re-

ntal, Training Services & Indus-

trial Services. 

 

A leading provider of  key tech-

nical and non-technical man-

power services with a global 

presence  and positioned in 

Ghana delivers a high quality 

human resources and HR  adm-

inistration service.

This company  provides third 

party quality  control/quality 

assurance in-spection  and 

engineering  services  as well 

as  supply of specialist per-

sonnel in the oil and gas and 

energy  industries.  

(continued on page 16)

Mr Kwame N Acquah

Appointed Honorary Consul of 

the Republic of Seychelles in 

Ghana effective June 13, 2�16 

with a presentation of an 

Executor.

efficiency and transparency. The 

company is a member of the non-

profit organization TRACE Inter-  

national,  the Africa Business 

Centre and NOF Energy (UK).

Kwame has extensive experience 

in business development and mar-

keting relating to the Oil and Gas, 

Banking & Finance and Telecom-

munication sectors. In his expe-

rience over  the last  decade, he 

has developed a broad and 

relevant network with key 

decision  and  policy makers 

in both the public  and private 

sectors across the sub-region. 

He has been involved in the esta-

blishment of many companies 

notably; the establishment of one 

of Ghana’s  fastest  growing 

“indigenous” bank - Fidelity Bank. 

With his wealth of knowledge in 

establishing and growing busine-

sses with international repute, he 

has brought into fruition the foll-

owing firms operating in the oil 

and gas sector in Ghana.

Astute, result-oriented, vers-

atile and professional  are 

some  of  the key traits that 

describe  the Managing Dir-

ector of RDFC Holdings—

Mr. Kwame N. Acquah. 

Under the management of 

Kwame Acquah,  the compa-

ny has established itself as 

one of Ghana’s leading 

business development  and 

market-entry support Servi-

ces Company, serving clients

in Ghana  and the West Af-

rican sub-region. Established 

in 1979, RDFC has over time 

positioned itself as a comp-

any  of excellence, ensuring  

transactions are executed  to 

the  highest standards of
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Mr. Ashok Ramchand Mohinani currently holds 

the position of the  Executive  Director of 

the Mohinani Group (Ghana), a second-

generation  family  business  with  over 5� 

years of experience in multi- sector opera-

tions  in  various  industries  across  the 

African continent. The company started 

with  the manufacturing  of packaging and 

plastics as its core business,  before expa-

nding  into  trade  and distribution of 

chemicals, polymers, consumer durables and 

more recently into restaurants & hospitality.

  

Ashok was born in Accra and had his primary 

education at the Ghana International School 

(GIS) before proceeding to the United Kingdom 

for his secondary and tertiary education at St. 

Lawrence College and London School of Acco-

untancy respectively.  He holds a qualification 

in ACCA Accountancy. 

Upon his return to Ghana, Ashok took up key 

roles in  the manufacturing  sector of  the 

business, from 1984 to 1987 after which he 

became the Deputy Managing Director of the 

Group. In  1991, he moved  to Nigeria as 

Managing Director of Somotex Nigeria.

As Executive Director and Country Head for 

the Group in Ghana, he has led the expansion 

of the  Group’s manufacturing and  trading 

operations in the country, which includes; 

Poly Products, Poly  Sacks,  Poly  Tanks, 

Poly Kraft, Somotex Ghana Ltd, Electromart, 

Masco Foods Ltd. (KFC), Alliance Estates Ltd 

and Somoco Ghana Ltd.

Ashok’s other activities outside his work are 

as follows:  

 

Serves as a Non-Executive Board Member of 

Stanbic Bank, Founder and member of Ghana 

Chapter of Young Presidents’ Organisation 

(YPO), 

Fellow of the African  Leadership Initiative 

(ALIWA) – The Aspen Institute,

Member of the Board of Trustees of Postgra-

duate Endowment Fund of the  College  of 

Health Sciences, 

Regional Adviser  to Acumen Fund and 

A member of the Economic Advisor 

Committee of AGI (Association of Ghana 

Industries).  

Previously,  he served as the president and 

committee member of the Indian Association 

of Ghana.  He also served as Vice Chairman 

of the Business Council for Africa. 

In 2�18,  the Oriental Republic of Uruguay 

assigned him  the  position of Honorary 

Consul in Ghana. 

Mohanni Group - Hon. Consul of Uruguay  
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COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Data as published by the Ghana  Health Services 
and the Ministry of Health as on 12 Oct 2020

Ghana’s  leading producer  of water tanks 

and sanitation storage  products- PolyTank 

has through its mother company - Mohinani 

Group, donated  1� pieces of 1�,���-litre 

water tanks to the COVID-19 Fund.

The company has remained consistent in 

championing the cause for proper sanitat-

ion, waste management and recycling. With 

increasing readiness to provide lasting solu-

tions to sanitation problems and championing 

good causes in environmentally related issues, 

PolyTank is encouraging all to practice 

proper hand washing as well as use PPE’s.
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BILATERAL PROJECT
(Development and Manufacturing Support by Our 
Members) - Elmina Fishing Harbour

The President of  the Republic, Nana Addo 

Dankwa Akufo-Addo, on Thursday, 2�th 

August 2�2�, cut the sod for the commence- 

ment of construction of the Elmina Fishing 

Port  and  Landing Site  project that is  with 

funding from Belgium.

According to President Akufo-Addo, when 

the Elmina  Fishing  Port project is comple-

ted, it will provide a big boost for the fish-

ing  industry  in Elmina,  especially  as the 

fishing industry  is an important sector of 

the country’s economy.

“In all, the Project  will, first, see to upgr-

ading existing facilities such as the admi-

nistration building, the slipways, workshop, 

and the maintenance dredging of the exis-

ting Port. Secondly, the Project will also 

include the construction of a new fishing 

harbour, with  a main breakwater  and  a 

quay wall to enable larger fishing vessels 

to safely moor and offload,  a dedicated 

access road  to the Port, and a  ware- 

house for storage,” The President revealed.

The President added that  the  p roject will 

contain other works comprising  the con-

struction of an additional administrative 

building; a shed for the fish market; a shed 

for fishing net mending; two (2) Cold 

Stores/  Ice factories; a new  slipway for 

bigger vessels with a boat re- furbishment 

area; a toilet block; and a day care centre. 

The Project will also  provide beach and 

coastal protection works, as well as resto- 

ration of the area  in  front of the Elmina 

Castle, to enhance tourism.

OCTOBER, 2�2� NEWSLETTER QTR 3.



9

President Akufo-Addo Cuts Sod For Construction Of 
Wenchi Water Supply Project
According to President Akufo-Addo, “it was in 

2��2, under the Government of the 2nd Presi-

dent of  the 4th Republic, His Excellency John 

Agyekum  Kufuor, that the  existing Wenchi 

Water Supply System,  with funding from the 

Government and the European Un- ion, was 

constructed, as part of the Small-Town Water 

Supply Schemes embarked upon at the time.”

The existing Water Supply System is based on 

ground water obtained from mechanised boreho-

les, and s upplies water only to the Wenchi 

Municipality. An assessment carried out by the 

Ghana Water Co. Ltd. indicated the poor state 

of the existing system, and the recommendation 

was for a new Water Supply System, which will 

abstract water from fresh water sources, ensure 

continuity of water supply, and meet the ever-

increasing demand for water in the catchment 

area. To execute this project, the Akufo-Addo 

Government  has secured  a thirty million-euro 

(€3� million) credit facility from Belfius Bank 

of Belgium, with the support of the Belgian 

Export Credit Agency, Credendo.

After its completion, in thirty-six (36) months, 

the  total supply capacity will be ten thousand, 

seven hundred (1�,7��) cubic meters  per  day, 

which will be adequate to meet the year 2�4� 

water  demand for an estimated population of 

some ninety-two thousand five hundred (92,5��) 

people in  towns such as Wenchi,  Droboso, 

Yoyoano, Beposo, Asuano, Koase, Nkonsia, 

Wurompo and Awisa.

“Plans are far advanced for construction of the 

Greater Kumasi Metropolitan  Area  Water 

Supply Project in  the Ashanti Region, Kpong 

Phase II  Water Supply Project in the Eastern 

Region,  Tarkwa Water Supply Project and 

Sekondi - Takoradi Water  Supply  Project 

in the Western Region, Techiman Water Supply 

Project in the Bono East Region, Sunyani Water 

Supply Project in the Bono Region, and Assin 

Fosu Water Supply Project in the Central Regi-

on, which will all provide water in response to 

the  rising  demand for water  in these areas,” 

he added.
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Parliament�has approved  a €72m facility 

aimed  at financing the construction of the 

Paa  Grant  Interchange and other roads in 

the Sekondi-Takoradi township.

The project is expected to enhance economic 

activities and improve  public transport and 

the standard of living of the residents.

The Paa Grant roundabout is one of the three 

roundabouts that link  the peripheral roads 

which form  a triangular  ring road and 

adjoining roads within the central business 

district of the Sekondi-Takoradi metropolis.

It attracts significant traffic into the area but 

has limited traffic capacity, resulting in poor 

network performance, which impacts commer-

cial activities negatively.

The roundabout is located to the east of the 

triangular network and is a key access point 

for  inter-city  traffic between Sekondi and 

Takoradi  as  well  as port  traffic to the port 

gates 1 and 2.

The proposed intervention includes road 

widening, pavement strengthening, interchange 

and  junction improvement, footbridge and 

railway overpasses, street  lighting  facilities, 

and pedestrian facilities.

Moving for the adoption of the Finance Com-

mittee’s report on the financing facility, chair-

man  Dr. Mark Assibey-Yeboah said the 

Ministry of Finance has  requested  Belfius 

Bank SA/NV  to structure  an Export Credit 

Facility with support from Credendo, Belgium, 

to finance the project at an estimated contr-

act sum of €65m.

On his part, the Western Regional Minister, 

Kwabena Okyere  Darko-Mensah, said the 

project is  aimed at  improving traffic circul-

ation by enhancing the capacity of the road 

network, removing bottlenecks, and improving 

the movement of peopIe, goods and services 

to support socio-economic development of the 

inhabitants of Sekondi and Takoradi.  The 

successful implementation of the project is 

expected to result in lower vehicle operating 

costs, savings in travel time leading to 

savings in fuel consumption, and reduction 

in accident rates.

Takoradi Roads Construction 
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Technological platforms have made it possible for members of the HCCGH to continue�discussions 

and advance the multilateral  agenda across the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs and more broadly, the 

international community. Feedback from members often referred to how representatives from larger 

and smaller delegations had to gather in front of their screens, and found themselves�negotiating 

in a whole new environment, one that  is evolving�at a very rapid pace. Often  at times HCCGH 

members did not have the possibility of consulting with their capital-based experts as the negotiat-

ion periods continued to gets shorten. Different time zones and the lack of systems that provided 

for simultaneous interpretation have also hindered the participation of technical experts, academics, 

the civil society, the private sector, and other representatives  that are�based outside multilateral 

hubs.�

Members are now required to�think on their feet�and oftentimes react on the spot to new propo-

sals and developments�as meetings have been reduced to address a much more prioritised agenda�

and within shorter time frames. In this sense, we are probably�witnessing the surge of a speciali-

sed diplomacy, one that requires further technical knowledge and boosted innovative thinking.

Nonetheless, it has become clear that delegations from the developing world are underrepresented 

in�virtual gatherings. Not only are governments focused on tackling the pandemic back home, but 

non-effective access to technology and the lower  numbers of personnel have negatively impacted 

their engagement in the digital realm.

There is no doubt that the Government of Ghana undertook a tremendous amount of work during 

the time of crisis . In this context, the HCCGH members are responding to a more dynamic enviro-

nment, with their role becoming more salient as�permanent missions are called to engage with 

specialised agencies�in the search of solutions to the health crisis, to further promote internati-

onal co-operation, and to participate in the reactivation of commerce.�

Virtual diplomacy

The role of the Governments

DIPLOMACY IN TIMES OF
COVID-19
The COVID-19 pandemic certainly shook up many 

of the  orthodox structures  and accelerated 18�-

degree changes and embraced innovation. Diplom-

acy and multilateral systems  were no exception. 

Against this backdrop, Consuls  in Ghana face 

multiple challenges which encompassed;

   A Broad Range Of Elements, 

   Including Access To Adequate Technology, 

   The Re-Shaping Of Communication Protocols, 

   The Need To Continue Their Work In 

   Virtual Negotiation Settings.
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In other words,�there is a need to keep the momentum going for multilateralism, as we all have 

asserted that Ghana is not safe until all countries are, and global responses must show us the way�

to recovery.

On the other hand, and almost overnight,�HCCGH members have been asked to become advanced 

users of virtual platforms. As stated before, challenges such as the gap in digital skills, meaningful 

connectivity, and other matters pertaining to  the digital divide, may have placed participants from 

the African continent in a disadvantageous position. However the millennial generation,  which 

currently  constitute as supportive staff of many  member consuls have ensured continuity of oper-

ations. 

 

As the HCCGH looking for ways to increase the efficiency and optimisation of regular procedures, 

while respecting established protocols and developing blended mechanisms in a sort of�hybrid dip-

lomacy, we should not forget that inclusiveness,  transparency, and a broader participation of all 

states must be guaranteed. Moreover, the multilateral system is debating over the identification of 

situations in which virtual diplomacy mechanisms are feasible, without losing sight of conferences 

and meetings where  physical presence and human interaction remain irreplaceable. In this regard, 

the meetings of groups of governmental experts come to mind, as they usually demand  a higher 

degree of technical expertise and interactive discussions.

In terms  of participation, the�inclusion of all multistakeholders must be addressed. Effective 

access of all interested parties to multilateral decision-making processes,  in face-to-face and 

virtual settings, will certainly amplify the opportunities for results and outcomes to produce greater

impact.�

As the pandemic continues to intensify the social, economic, and environmental crises, we will 

probably�bear witness to reductions in financial and human resource allocations for diplomatic 

hubs, coupled with increased demands. It will then be natural to streamline our resources as we 

navigate through these uncharted and unpredictable waters.

On the upside,�virtual meetings will allow for reduced travel�budgets, especially as travel restr-

ictions remain in place in many parts of the world, and as hybrid settings will permit the contin-

uation of multilateral discussions and dialogues. Notwithstanding, there may also be a need for 

improved access to technological tools and working methods.�HCCGH memers may benefit from 

broadening their skill set, among others, through improved digital capabilities and experience in 

virtual negotiation rooms. In the end, multilateralism and diplomacy will continue to play a key 

role in tackling the pandemic, while the promotion of increased trust and co-operation  will be 

fundamental pillars of the global response to our shared challenges.

Inclusiveness

Forward-looking reflections
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On 23rd September 2�2�, members of the Diplomatic  Corps in the country  last Monday paid 

a courtesy call on the Ga Mantse, King  Tackie Teiko Tsuru  II, at the  Ga Mantse Palace at 

North  Kaneshie in Accra.�The visit was to strengthen the relationship between the diplomatic 

community in Ghana and the Ga Traditional Council for their mutual benefit.

The Dean  of the Diplomatic Corps, Mrs. Claudia Turbay Quintero,  led the group, which 

included  representatives of some international organisations  in  Ghana,  such as  the  United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) and  the African Union 

(AU).

In the company of the visiting  delegation  were  a Deputy  Minister  of  Foreign Affairs and 

Regional  Integration, Mr. Charles  Owiredu,  and  the Founder and  Leader of  the  Worldwide 

Miracle Outreach, Rev. Dr. Lawrence Tetteh.

Also present were  a  member  of  the  Council of State,  Mr.  Stanley Nii  Adjiri Blankson; the 

Otublohum Mantse,  Nii  Dodoo Nsaki  II; the Dzaasetse of the Ga  Stool and Principal 

Kingmaker,  Nii Dr. Tetteh  Kwei  II, and  the Sempe  Mantse, Nii Adote Otintor II.

The visiting envoys were treated to a display of the rich Ga tradition and culture.
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VISIT TO GA MANSTE
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Mrs. Quintero,  who is also the Colombian Ambassador to Ghana,  said effective collaboration 

between traditional authorities and the Diplomatic Corps could become part of bilateral progra-

mmes of the diplomatic community.

Collaboration

Girl-child Education

Commitment

She thanked King Teiko Tsuru for hosting  the delegation and said the invitation was an expre-

ssion of his commitment to serve as an agent of development.

“We acknowledge your influence and power within the traditional culture of Ghana where you 

preside over approximately four million people,” she said.

She also said the visit offered  a unique opportunity for the envoys and representatives of the 

international organisations to get closer to the traditional leadership, adding: “I am sure that 

those of us  who find it possible to support some of the initiatives  of the traditional authority 

will do so accordingly, and eventually we can create cooperation programmes to become part of 

the body of bilateral activities among our countries and Ghana.”

Mrs. Quintero further said the visit marked the beginning of the establishment of a friendly 

dialogue  between  members of the Diplomatic  Corps and the Ga  Traditional Council.

The visiting envoys made individual presentations to the traditional council.

King Teiko Tsuru highlighted the importance of girl-child education to the development of the 

Ga State.

“Our goal is basically to improve the transition of girl-child education from junior high school 

(JHS) to senior high school (SHS),” he said.

According to him, the Ga Traditional Council, which he chairs, also intended to fund the 

training of girls in entrepreneurial skills in the area.  He said there was the need to establish a 

technical committee to define a clear path on girl-child education.

King Teiko Tsuru further called for support from the Diplomatic Corps to improve salt mining 

activities in Ada, cattle ranching in Sege, aquaculture and real estate development.

For his part, Mr. Owiredu reaffirmed the commitment of the government to work together with 

traditional leaders for the accelerated development of the country.

He thanked members of the Diplomatic Corps for extending courtesy to the traditional authority 

and described the move as a strategic partnership that would yield dividends for both the corps 

and the Ga State.

14

OCTOBER, 2�2� NEWSLETTER QTR 3.



15

 
Condolences for the departed
Madam Victoria Agbotui
On Friday  the 9th October  2�2�,  a 

delegation  from the HCCGH was at the 

office of  Flt . Lt .  Jerry John Rawlings,  the 

former President of the Republic of 

Ghana, to extend their deepest condolences 

for the  loss  of his beloved  mother, 

Madam Victoria Agbotui.
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Community Project in 2020 
by HCCGH
One of the projects that was approved by the mem-

bers for execution was to coordinate and execute 

“Tree Planting “ in allocated areas.
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SBM Offshore

Enpro

Protea Chemicals

Dominion Oilfield

This establishment leases and 

operates FPSO Vessels, and is 

involved in the design  and 

engineering, the construction, 

the installation, the operation 

and the life extension of floa-

ting production solutions for 

the offshore Oils and Gas in-

dustry.

This firm serve the Upstream 

Oil and Gas Industry by provi-

ding design, manufacturing and 

supplying  of market leading 

subsea production optimizati-

on products, flow intervention 

services and decommissioning 

services for the offshore oil & 

gas industry.

It is a chemical supply giants 

in bulk chemicals and specialty 

products  to  various sectors 

such as but not limited to oil 

and gas, manufacturing, water, 

consumer care, mining, phar-

maceuticals and coatings.

Supplies a full range of diving, 

welding, industrial, laboratory, 

test and calibration gases, 

chemical tanks  & offshore 

equipment and has metapho- 

rized into a full local comp-

any with a local workforce.



 
  
The Executive Committee Meetings
The Executive Committee of HCCGH have had meetings scheduled twice in the third quarter 

of the year 2�2� .  They had their first meeting  on 18 July 2�2� followed by one on 19 

September 2�2�. The meetings were held at Theia Coffee House at Airport City.
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Contact Us
Give us a call or write to us with your comments as we look forward to improving our presentation.

We would also appreciate your cooperation with articles that could be published in our editions.

   

+233 3�2 776561

   

honoraryconsularcorpsghana.com   

Ghana Honorary Consular Corps

  ghanaconsuls_sec@yahoo.com        @




